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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. S 1.97(b) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicant brings to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
application. Accordingly, Applicant does not believe that a fee is due for filing this paper. 

A copy of each of the listed foreign documents is attached. Copies of the U.S. patent 
references are not included per the July 1 1 , 2003 waiver of 37 C.F.R. 1 .98 (a)(2)(i), which states 
that copies of each cited U.S. patent are no longer required for applications filed after June 30, 
2003. Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration by making an appropriate notation on the attached form. 

l-WA/21 12552.1 



Confirmation No. 5559 
Examiner: Unassigned 
Group Art Unit: 3679 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 056409-5092 
Application No.: 10/632,790 

Page 2 

art." If it should be determined that the listed documents do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, Applicant reserves the right to present to the office the relevant facts and law - 
regarding the appropriate status of these documents. 

Applicant further reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents be applied against the 
claims of the present application. 

Except for issue fees payable under 37 C.F.R. § 1.18, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized by this paper to charge any additional fees during the entire pendency of this 
application including fees due under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 and 1.17 which may be required, 
including any required extension of time fees, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-0310. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 



Dated: January 23, 2004 
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Stillwell 












984,969 


Feb. 1911 


Reiniger 












4,544,313 


Oct 1985 


Grossberndt 












4,892,429 


Jan. 1990 


Giannuzzi 












5,059,077 


Oct. 1991 


Schinid 












5,226,766 


Jul. 1993 


Lasner 












5,252,016 


Oct. 1993 


Schmid et al. 












5,778,623 


Jul. 1998 


Powell 












5,957,646 


Sep. 1999 


Giannuzzi et al. 












6,264,677 


Jul. 2001 


Simon et al. 












6,419,436 


Jul. 2002 


Gaudron 
























































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






Document 
Number 


Date 


Country 


Class 


Sub 
Class 


Translation 
Yes No 






EP 1 182 364 A3 


08/2003 


Europe 














DE 298 12 947U1 


01/2000 


Germany 
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01/2000 


Germany 
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GB 1 583 480 


01/1981 


Great Britain 
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Examiner Date Considered 


Examiner: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication. 
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